City of Tomah Historic Preservation Commission
November 15, 2023    City Council Chambers, 819 Superior Ave. 
Secretary’s Minutes

The meeting was called to order by President Shawn Zabinski at 5:30 p.m. Present were commission members Shawn Zabinski, Jim Weinzatl, Richard Yarrington, Nellie Pater, Deb Chesser, and Suzanne Baker-Young. Absent members were John Miles and John Glynn.  Also present were Shane Rolff, City of Tomah Zoning Administrator; Jason Tish, Wisconsin State Historical Society – Certified Local Government and Preservation Education Coordinator; and Irma Keller, Director – Tomah Public Library. 
Minutes of the June 8,2023 meeting were read. A motion to accept was made by Yarrington and seconded by Weinzatl. All Ayes, motion carried. 
At 5:35 Jason Tish began his presentation and training session. Highlights of basic HPC/SHPO standards and procedures were presented and discussed. Also discussed was the City of Tomah’s ordinance regarding HPC, the Certified Local Government Agreement between the City and the State Historic Preservation Office, creation of a local historic register, and jurisdiction and responsibilities of the City HPC. With the large amount of information presented, HPC members agreed to review specific sections of the information at future meetings. Tish’s presentation wrapped up at 7:17.
A discussion was held regarding the needed repairs to the Tomah Public Library front entrance steps. Rolff advised that the City has contracted with Keller to be the contractor for this project. A motion was made by Pater and seconded by Zabinski to postpone final approval pending a review of the proposal from Keller. All ayes, motion carried. 
Zabinski informed the commission that all of the vendors that had paid their application fee to have a booth at Michianza Day have had their refund. The annual Michianza event was to be held on August 3rd but was canceled due to the low number of vendor applications. 
Zabinski presented information on a potential fund-raiser to be held in partnership with the Tomah Area Historical Society. Proposed is a catered dinner show with a concert featuring Tom Wopat. A local car group is also willing to hold a car show in conjunction with the event. This event would be held at Tomah’s Recreation Park (fairgrounds) in the main exhibit building on May 4th. Murray’s on Main would provide the catering. AMP (Scott Wilcox/Americana Music in the Park) would donate use of their stage and sound system. NASA (North American Squirrel Association) would provide sales of alcohol, soda, and water. Hampton Inn will donate a 2-night stay for Wopat. TAHS has already approved going forward with this project, TAHS paying half of expenses and helping with publicity and ticket sales. More information on expenses, including the cost of printing tickets and an exact count of how many seats would be available at the venue will be determined and the HPC will plan on voting on moving forward, or not, with this fundraiser at the January meeting. 
Rolff brought up that it is not a requirement to have a specific project named for fundraisers although it is generally a good idea for public relations to have at least a basic idea of what the money raised will be used for. Possible verbiage could be “for future education and programs”. 
Also brought up was the need to include 2 standing agenda items- *Training and *Upcoming Agenda Items/New Business/Future Concerns. These items will be placed on all agendas starting in January. 
A motion to adjourn was made by Pater and seconded by Chesser. All ayes, meeting adjourned at 7:45

Suzanne Baker-Young, HPC Secretary

