City of Tomah Historic Preservation Commission
Secretary’s Minutes   May 20, 2026   City Council Chambers

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance by Chairman Shawn Zabinski. 
Present were commission members Zabinski, Suzanne Baker-Young, Deb Chesser, John Glynn, Teresa Devine, and (via ZOOM) Dan Crego. Also present was Charlie Handy, City Zoning Administrator.
A motion to approve the minutes from the April 2025 meeting as printed was made by Glynn and seconded by Chesser. All ayes, minutes approved.
As there are several new members, each member introduced themselves and their roll on the commission. 
Commission reorganization was held, including election of officers. These positions will become effective after the close of this meeting for a period of one year. Glynn nominated Zabinski to continue as Chair, seconded by Chesser. There were no other nominations. By show of hands, Zabinski unanimously reelected Chair. A nomination for Baker-Young as Vice-chair was made by Crego and seconded by Glynn. Baker-Young elected Vice-chair by show of hands. A nomination for Crego as Secretary was made by Glynn and seconded by Chesser. By show of hands, Crego elected as Secretary. Zabinski stated that she has been in contact with Jason Tish from the WSHS and found that Tomah HPC has NOT lost its certification. In order to continue though, agendas, meeting minutes with roll call, and evidence of being an active group must be submitted to Tish in a timely manner. Future meetings will be held at City Hall or at the Tomah Area Museum and ZOOM option will be available. Meetings will be held bi-monthly, meeting in March, May, July, September, and November on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, starting at 5:30 p.m. A quorum will consist of a majority of members being present either in person or via ZOOM. 
Zabinski gave a short PowerPoint on Historic Preservation in Wisconsin and why it matters. Further information is available on the Wisconsin State Historical Society website. She will be inviting Tish to attend the next meeting to share more information and answer any questions. A discussion on a local designation ordinance, incentives, and tax credits was held. These will be included in future agendas. Other items to include in future agendas are organization publicity such as flyers or on social media, a presentation on “Downtown” and creating self-guided walking tours. The Tomah HPC Mission Statement was read. 
The next meeting will be on July 15 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Tomah Area Museum, 321 Superior Avenue. 
A motion to adjourn was made by Devine and seconded by Glynn. All ayes, meeting adjourned at 6:20. 

Suzanne Baker-Young, Secretary




